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A rendering of what L'Arche's new building and courtyard could look like. Its fonner location was old when L'Arche moved in 47 years ago and is being torn down this 
summer to make space for new homes and programs with double the capacity. 

L' Arc he Greater Vancouver 
takes leap of faith for people 

With developmental disabilities 
By Agnieszka Ruck 

T
hank yous, good-byes, and fond 
memories were scribbled on the 
walls inside a pale pink and green 

facility in Burnaby as people with and with
out developmental disabilities said farewell 
to their home of 47 years. 

The bittersweet messages were part of 
the growing pains for L'Arche Greater Van
couver as it embarks on what executive 
director Denise Haskett calls the biggest 
dream in the non-profit's history. 

The grand plan is to build a fully acces
sible 52,000 square foot building, doubling 
current capacity and vastly increasing space 
for programs. The new facility will include 
housing for adults with developmental dis
abilities, units price!1 below market value 
for people who choose to live in community 
with them, and a coffee lounge to engage 
people from the whole neighbourhood. 

L'Arche currently runs four "homes" 
where a total of 32 people with and without 

It was God that helped us start this community 

and has given us enough light for each step. 

- Denise Haskett

developmental disabilities live together in 
family-like settings. They had to be relocated 
during construction, each community mov
ing to a different house L'Arche owns some-· 
where in the community. 

"You wouldn't know they are L'Arche 
homes, they are just part of the neighbour
hood," said Haskett. 

Doubling the non-profit's capacity would 
mean running homes for an additional 32 
people and inviting another 16 to be part of 
their day programs. 

But with all that comes the sorrow of say
ing goodbye, the complexity o( demolishing 
a building that was old when L'Arche entered 
it in the mid-1970s, and the uncertainty of 
waiting in rented space for about two years 
while the new facility is built. 

"There is an element of grief and letting 
go of a place that we've been in for 47 years 
but also an embracing of the cfiange and real 
excitement for our future," said Haskett. 

"What I know 11bout the history of 
L'Arche - and I've been with the organization 

for over 30 years - is that God-has always 
provided. It was God that helped to start this 
community and has given us enough light for 
each step and that will continue." 

Haskett said while the transition has 
been a bumpy ride, it has also been a remark
able one. For example, the temporary space 
they are renting became available in the nick 
of time and fulfilled all their requirements. 

"It was a Godsend to find a place that 
had offices, a place for our day programs, 
and storage all at once, and be accessible." 

Fourteen staff members now go to work 
at that temporary location, and they are al
ready dreaming about ways to use the space 
to begin new programs - perhaps arts and 
crafts or cooking classes - before the new 
location is even up and running. 

It has taken a leap of faith, making the 
transition in a time of soaring lumber prices 
and a pandemic complicating how people 
11lil programs, meet, work, and fundraise. 
Continued on Page 9 
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